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1974

Brian Deer 
Classification 

System

1974-2017

UBCIC

Xwi7xwa

Many organization develop 
local schema

Indigenous Matters 
Classification Schema

2017

CFLA-FCAB Truth & 
Reconciliation Committee 

Report & 
Recommendations

CFLA-FCAB Indigenous 
Matters forms

2019

NIKLA ANCLA  
Gathering X 

University/Zoom

Joint Working Group 
FNMIIO (Indigenous 

Ontology) 

2021

NIKLA-ANCLA 
officially becomes a Not-

For-Profit

Respectful Terminology 
submission to 
LAC/Heritage

2022

Respectfully 
Terminology 
Framework is 

approved

National Dialogue



A dark legacy with an 
opportunity…

Due to colonization and Canadian laws (such as the Indian Act) 
which included prohibitions to hold gatherings including Feasts, 
Potlatch, Sundances, & other traditional ceremonies until 1951. 

Libraries, Archives, Traditional Knowledge and Language 
repositories, Museums & Cultural Memory Institutions:
• Played a central role in the preservation of tangible and 

intangible forms of Indigenous knowledges by gathering 
written, recorded oral knowledge and languages, and material 
culture. 

• Have critical role in digitized & preservation of Indigenous 
knowledge, history, culture & language

• Are responsible to create relationships with Indigenous 
people to accurate describe and provide cultural appropriate 
access to these knowledges

• Facilitate digital (and physical) repatriation of this knowledge 
back to Indigenous communities thereby aiding in cultural 
and linguistic revitalization. 



Information management relies heavily on identifiers located in 
classification systems, subject headings, and keywords to provide 
access to information. 

When the identifiers are incorrect, racist, or disrespectful this 
affects the users both on a consciously and sub-consciously often 
reinforcing stereotypes and bias toward other members of society. 

Indigenous knowledge and data sovereignty is recognized as a 
human right





https://cfla-
fcab.ca/en/indigenous/trc_report/

https://cfla-fcab.ca/en/indigenous/trc_report/


Truth and 
Reconciliation 

Committee 
Report 

Recommendation 
#2

A vision of best practices for Libraries and Archives 
includes obligations to:
Supports and endorses the CFLA-FCAB Position Statement on 

Library and Literacy Services for Indigenous (First Nations, Metis 
and Inuit) Peoples of Canada; (formerly CLA Best Practises –
Indigenous Network)

• Protect and preserve Indigenous knowledge(s) in a variety of 
mediums for use by current and future generations in a respectful 
and sensitive manner;

• Provide a welcoming environment and assistance for First Nations, 
Metis, non-status and Inuit people to access this knowledge;

• Seek direction from communities on proper protocols regarding 
access and care of their culturally sensitive information;

• Respect the First Nations, Metis and Inuit cultural concept of 
copyright with regard to Aboriginal history or heritage, which is often 
located in but not limited to oral traditions, songs, dance, 
storytelling, anecdotes, place names, hereditary names and other 
forms of indigenous knowledges;

• Provide opportunities and access to training and employment for 
First Nations, Metis, Inuit and non-status people.



Truth and 
Reconciliation 
Committee 
Recommendation 
#5



One of the most basic acts of 
respect and recognition for a 
human being is to be known by 
your name.  

Let our people be known by our 
own names!

https://ocs.lib.sfu.ca/index.php/dcid/dcid2019/paper/view/73

https://ocs.lib.sfu.ca/index.php/dcid/dcid2019/paper/view/73


1974

• Brian Deer 
Classification 
System

1974-2017

• UBCIC
• Xwi7xwa
• ACC –

(French)
• IMCS @ 

NCTR

2017

• CFLA-FCAB 
Truth & 
Reconciliation 
Committee 
Report

• IMCS – NFB 
(Online only)

2019

• NIKLA 
ANCLA 
Gathering

• Joint Working 
Group 
FNMIIO 
Ontology 

2021

•NIKLA-
ANCLA - NFP 
•Respect 
Terminology 
National 
Framework 
Project begins

2022

• NIKLA AGM 
& Council 
Elected

• Respectfully 
Terminology 
Event



First Nations, Métis, and Inuit Indigenous Ontology (FNMIIO)

Example of Nunavut Names 



Truth & Reconciliation Committee Recommendation #10 – supports relationship building 
and the formation of a national Indigenous organization



https://www.nikla-ancla.com/projects

https://www.nikla-ancla.com/projects


Path to 
Reconciliation

Relationship

RelationshipRelationship



A Proposal for a National Indigenous 
Terminology Platform





INDIGENOUS 
RIGHTS & HUMAN 
RIGHTS ARE AT THE 
HEART 



UNDRIP AS 
THE 
FRAMEWORK

https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/de
claration-on-the-rights-of-indigenous-peoples.html

https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/declaration-on-the-rights-of-indigenous-peoples.html


Indigenous 
Knowledge

(Relationships)

Reciprocity

Respect

Responsibility

Reverence

Indigenous Knowledge:  4 Rs  Reverence, Respect, Reciprocity, Responsibility & 5 Rs adds Relationships

Kirkness, V. J. and R. Barnhardt (2001). First Nations and Higher Education: The Four R's -Respect, Relevance, Reciprocity, 
Responsibility. Knowledge Across Cultures: A Contribution to Dialogue Among Civilizations. R. Hayoe and J. Pan. Hong Kong, 
Comparative Education Research Centre, The University of Hong Kong.



Indigenous 
Knowledge 

– 5 Rs
(6 Rs in 
STEM) 

Indigenous 
Knowledge

Relationship

Representation

Responsibility

Respect

Reciprocity

Relevance

https://tribalcollegejournal.org/the
-six-rs-of-indigenous-research/

https://tribalcollegejournal.org/the-six-rs-of-indigenous-research/


Working in a 
Respectful 
Way:

• Intellectual property is not 
recognized / Indigenous 
knowledge is not acknowledged

• The source of Indigenous 
knowledge and information is not 
being cited

• Project information and 
development work should be 
acknowledge and cited 
appropriately

Community 
Agreements and 
Principles of 
Collaboration



Proposed Project Pathway 

Initial Seed Funding for 
Large Grant Development

Implementation of Large 
Grant

Move to Membership, 
Maintenance, and 
smaller-scale ongoing 
development mode

Ongoing staff time and 
participation from across 
sectors



INDIGENOUS LED, 
OPERATED, AND 

DESIGNED



COLLABORATIVE 
PLATFORM FOR 

VOCABULARY SETS



COMMUNITY 
CONTRIBUTIONS



MORE THAN COMMUNITY 
AND NATION TERMS



SUSTAINABLE AND 
STABLE



Key Project Elements

Multilingual Output formats+ 
(MARC, DC, etc.)

Indigenous 
oversight / 
protocols

High level and 
Community-

specific
Technical 
generosity

FAIR & CARE 
Principles

Collaborative 
and Coordinated

Dedicated Staff 
and Support

Training and 
Education





What should governance look like?

develop a new and innovative model for Indigenous-led 
governance and management for terminology

Shared responsibility and accountability

Membership with ethics and accessibility as key factors



SOLIDARITY, RECIPROCITY, AND 
RESPONSIBILITY 

Cross institutional responsibility to fund development, 
contributions and maintenance



A NATIONAL SYSTEM FOR 
INDIGENOUS TERMINOLOGIES 
FOR USE ACROSS LIBRARIES, 
ARCHIVES, MUSEUMS, AND 
KNOWLEDGE AND CULTURAL 
CENTRES AND ORGANIZATIONS.



MOVE AWAY FROM UNIVERSAL AND 
COLONIAL SYSTEMS LIKE LIBRARY OF 
CONGRESS SUBJECT HEADINGS TO 
DEVELOP AN INDIGENOUS-SPECIFIC 
SYSTEM OF TERMINOLOGY LOCATED IN 
THE COUNTRY NOW KNOWN AS CANADA. 



Benefits
● Provides Indigenous leadership and the means for 

respectful Indigenous involvement 
● Supports TRC, MMIWG reports and UNDRIP 

implementation
● Advances individual organization commitments 
● Supports discovery of past and future Indigenous 

cultural heritage material
● Builds on efforts already underway
● Opportunity to be a world leader -- to transform our 

professions.
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